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Build an honest argument
Grade 9 | Writing | 45-minute practice

Draft an argument that supports a focused position and considers another view.

Read and notice

• An argument takes a position supported by reasons and evidence.

• Plan your topic, purpose, audience and thesis before drafting.

• A focused thesis states an action or position that people can reasonably discuss.

• Use real evidence and identify its source. If you have not gathered it yet, say what you need.

• Consider another view and respond respectfully. A proposal is not a proven finding.

• Use observations that really happened; describe them without naming classmates.

A model to learn from

Our class should have ten minutes of supported reading each day because learners need time
to practise and help with difficult words. This is a proposal to discuss, not a report of a
completed experiment.
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A little check-in
Name: __________________________ Date: ______________

Choose one answer for each question. The answer key is at the end of this pack.

1. Which thesis is more focused?

A. Reading is important.

B. Books are things people read.

C. Our class should have ten minutes of supported reading each day.

2. You have not conducted a survey. What should you write?

A. Say you still need to gather learner responses.

B. Invent a percentage that sounds convincing.

C. Call your guess a research finding.

3. How can you introduce another view respectfully?

A. Anyone who disagrees is wrong.

B. Some people may prefer more independent reading time.

C. We should ignore all other views.

Review your writing

□ My position is focused.

□ I separated real evidence from a proposal or an evidence plan.

□ I considered another view respectfully.

□ My conclusion follows from my reasons.
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Make it your own
Draft an argument that supports a focused position and considers another view.

Complete the sentence frames with your own ideas. Use another sheet if needed.

01. State a focused position
Our class should _____ because _____ and _____.

02. Explain your first reason
First, _____.

03. Add honest evidence or an evidence plan
My evidence is _____ (source: _____). / I still need to find out _____.

04. Explain the connection
This supports my position because _____.

05. Consider and answer another view
Some people may say _____. However, _____.

06. Conclude
Therefore, I suggest _____.
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Teacher notes & answer key
Build an honest argument

Keep these pages separate from the learner’s blank worksheet. Open-ended writing has many
possible correct answers.

1. Our class should have ten minutes of supported reading each
day.

The focused thesis names a specific action that can be supported and discussed.

2. Say you still need to gather learner responses.

Honest writing distinguishes evidence you have from evidence you still need.

3. Some people may prefer more independent reading time.

A respectful argument considers another view before explaining its response.

Model responses for the sentence frames
These examples offer support. Learners can change the wording and choose their own ideas.

State a focused position: Our class should have supported reading because it gives us practice and help.

Explain your first reason: First, regular reading time gives us a chance to practise.

Add honest evidence or an evidence plan: I still need to find out which kinds of reading support our classmates
prefer.

Explain the connection: This would help us choose suitable reading activities.

Consider and answer another view: Some people may prefer silent reading. However, the session could include
a quiet reading part.

Conclude: Therefore, I suggest trying a short supported reading session.
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